
RIVER BEND TOWN COUNCIL  
AGENDA  

    Regular Meeting 
August 17, 2023 

River Bend Town Hall – 45 Shoreline Drive 
7:00 p.m. 

Pledge:  Leonard 

1. Call to Order (Mayor Kirkland Presiding)

2. Recognition of New Residents

3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda

4. Addresses to the Council

A. Helmut Weiser - Median

5. Public Hearings

6. Interview Applicants for Council Vacancy

A. Lisa Benton
B. Steve Bokor
C. Jon Hall
D. Michael Repenning

7. Consent Agenda

 All items listed under this section are considered routine by the Council and will be enacted by one motion 
in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

A. Approve:
Minutes of the July 20, 2023 Regular Council Meeting 

8. Town Manager’s Report – Delane Jackson

Activity Reports 
A. Monthly Police Report by Chief Joll
B. Monthly Water Resources Report by Director of Public Works Mills
C. Monthly Work Order Report by Director of Public Works Mills
D. Monthly Zoning Report by Assistant Zoning Administrator McCollum

Administrative Reports: 

9. Public Safety – Councilman Weaver
A. Community Watch
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10. Parks & Recreation – Councilman Weaver 
A. Parks and Rec Report 
B. Organic Garden Report 
C. Library Report 

I. VOTE – Red Caboose Library Contract 
 

11. CAC – Councilwoman Maurer 
A.  CAC Report 
 

12. Finance – Councilman Leonard 
A. Financial Report - Finance Director 
 

13. Environment And Waterways – Councilman Leonard 
A. EWAB Report 
B. VOTE – Advisory Board Ordinance Amendment 

 
14. Planning Board – Councilman Sheffield 

A. Planning Board Report 
B. VOTE – Conditional Zoning  

 
15. Mayor’s Report – Mayor Kirkland 

 
16. Public Comment 

 
   The public comment period is set aside for members of the public to offer comments to the Council. It is the 

time for the Council to listen to the public. It is not a Question & Answer session between the public and the 
Council or Staff. All comments will be directed to the Council. Each speaker may speak for up to 3 minutes. A 
member of staff will serve as timekeeper. A sign-up sheet is posted by the meeting room door and will be 
collected prior to the start of the Public Comment Period. Speakers will be called on by the Mayor in the order 
that they signed up. In order to provide for the maintenance of order and decorum, the Council has adopted a 
policy for this section of the meeting. A copy of the policy is posted by the door for your review. Please follow 
the policy. If you have a specific question for staff, you are encouraged to contact the Town Manager or                             
the appropriate Department Head at another time.   

 

17. Adjournment  
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River Bend Town Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 20, 2023 
Town Hall 
7:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor John Kirkland 
Brian Leonard  
Barbara Maurer 
Buddy Sheffield 
Jeff Weaver 

Absent Council Member: James Castranova 

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Police Chief:  Sean Joll 
Finance Director: Mandy Gilbert  
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  
Town Attorney: Trey Ferguson 

Members of the Public Present: 24 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kirkland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 20, 2023, at the River 
Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

VOTE – Additions / Deletions of the Agenda 
Vote – Addition to Agenda – Councilwoman Maurer motioned to amend the agenda by adding 
Closed Session under NCGS§ 143-318.11(a)(3)(6) at the end of the meeting. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

At this time the Mayor stated that Councilman Castranova submitted his resignation today. 

Vote – Addition to Agenda – Councilwoman Maurer motioned to amend the agenda by adding 
Filling of Vacancy as item 9B. The motion carried unanimously. 

Councilman Sheffield stated that this would initiate the Town’s process of filling the vacancy and 
that the vacancy would not be filled at this meeting.  

VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilwoman Maurer motioned to adopt the agenda as amended. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

ADDRESSES THE COUNCIL 
Art Seaman – presented a petition against the rezoning of property identified as Craven County 
Property Identification Number 8-206-083. 

Jay Ammon – stated he is the contractor requesting the rezoning and has previously built homes 
in River Bend. He stated that he would build smaller homes / duplexes which he felt there is a 
need for in the town.  
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CONSENT AGENDA 
The Mayor presented the Council with the Consent Agenda. Councilman Sheffield moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Within this 
motion, the following items were approved: 

A. Approve:
Minutes of the June 8, 2023 Work Council Meeting

Minutes of the June 15, 2023 Regular Council Meeting

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Manager gave the following updates: 

• The Town Clerk has obtained her North Carolina Certified Municipal Clerk certification.

• There has been a rezoning application submitted by Robert Davis and Kim Dow for the
100 acre lot on Old Pollocksville Road.

• The Town has entered into a contract for debris removal following an emergency event

through a Cooperative Purchasing Agreement with Craven County.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

PLANNING BOARD – COUNCILMAN SHEFFIELD 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the Planning Board did not meet in July, but the next meeting is 
scheduled for August 3, 2023. 

VOTE – Jay Ammon Rezoning Request for Craven County PIN 8-206-083 
Councilman Sheffield motioned to table the rezoning request vote until the September 14 Council 
Work Session meeting. The motion carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC SAFETY – COUNCILMAN WEAVER 
Community Watch – Councilman Weaver stated that Community Watch met on June 21 and 
elected officers with Egon Lippert serving as chairperson, and Jim Kelly serving as vice 
chairperson. 

PARKS & RECREATION – COUNCILMAN WEAVER 
Parks & Recreation 
Councilman Weaver stated that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board met on July 12 and 
elected officers. He stated that Laurie LaMotte will serve as chairperson, Krysten Howard as vice 
chairperson and Kathy Noonan as the secretary. 

Organic Garden  
Councilman Weaver stated that the Organic Garden has had a busy summer with a lot of 
vegetables being produced. He also stated that there are now two beehives.  

Red Caboose Library (RCL) 
Councilman Weaver stated that the Book / Tech Mobile would be at the Municipal Building on 
Friday July 21, at 2:00 p.m. through 5:00 p.m. He also stated that the library has started the 
process to become a corporate entity which includes a name change.  

DISCUSSION– Filling of Vacancy 
The Mayor stated that the Town Manager would give a presentation on the town’s current 
ordinance, which governs how the Council fills a vacancy. The Town Manager reviewed a 
PowerPoint presentation which outlined the process and a proposed timeline for filling the 
vacancy.  
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VOTE– Filling of Vacancy - Councilman Weaver motioned to recognize and accept Councilman 
Castranova resignation effective on July 21, 2023, at 12:01 a.m. and to provide instructions to fill 
the vacancy as presented in the Town Managers presentation. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
CAC – COUNCILWOMAN MAURER 
Councilwoman Maurer presented the following report. 
The CAC met on July 19. Two guests were present, Carina Wordham and Dennis Shay. Officers 
were elected: Chair – Brenda Hall, Vice-Chair – Donna Perry, Secretary – Pat Lineback. The yard 
awards program was reviewed at the end of its first year. It has been well received and will 
continue for another year. Next year two workshops will be offered to help residents create festive 
décor for doors and mailboxes for the Fourth of July.  Members have been working on the 
Plantation median project for over a year. Their first stage was research and seeking a tree and 
shrub assessment from an expert, Craven County Extension Director Dr. Tom Glasgow. They 
have developed three different plans to present to the Council at the Work Session on August 10.   
A committee was formed to plan an Arbor Day program for March 22, 2024. Two Christmas globe 
light workshops will be offered in October. A maximum of eighteen participants can sign up for 
each session. There will be a small charge for materials. A workshop preparation meeting and a 
globe repair session are scheduled for the end of September. At the conclusion of the meeting, 
Carina Wordham expressed interest in joining CAC. Her application had been submitted. CAC 
members voted unanimously to submit a favorable recommendation to the Town Council. The 
next meeting is scheduled for September 20, 2023 at 4 pm in the Municipal Building. 
  
FINANCE – COUNCILMAN LEONARD 
Financial Report – Finance Director, Mandy Gilbert, presented to the Council the financial 
statement for the month of June. She stated the total of the Town’s Cash and Investments as of 
June 30, 2023, were $3,652,035 and Ad valorem tax collections for FY22-23 were $728,005 and 
Vehicle Ad valorem tax collections were $96,393.  
 
VOTE – FY2023-2024 Budget Ordinance  
Councilman Leonard motioned to approved Budget Amendment 23-B-01 as presented. The 
motion carried unanimously.  (see attached) 
 
VOTE – Street Paving Award  
Councilman Leonard motioned to award the street paving bid to Barnhill Contracting for $213,750. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATERWAYS – COUNCILMAN LEONARD 
Councilman Leonard stated that EWAB did not meet in July, but the next meeting is scheduled 
for August 7, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building. 
 
VOTE – Wastewater Treatment Plant Grant Resolution  
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve the Wastewater Treatment Plant Grant Resolution as 
presented. The motion carried unanimously.  (see attached) 
 
VOTE – Water Supply Study Project Award  
Councilman Leonard motioned to award the Water Supply Study Project Award to Rivers and 
Associates as presented. The motion carried unanimously.   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Mayor presented the following report. 
The less than factual discussions placed on the various “social media” pages do damage to our 
Town. Many “media” posts are not fact based and the originator should be aware of this 
shortcoming. I am frequently approached by friends in the New Bern area with comments about 
the “media” context originating in River Bend. These non-River Bend residents likely do not have 
the background to determine the validity of the post. It is only fair to say that the less than factual 
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exchange that is taking place is damaging to our Town. My plea to all is PLEASE seek facts and 
make certain that what you post is true.  The product of government at the Federal, State, and 
Local level is certainly not instantaneous. Sometimes slow character of output can be frustrating. 
Many times, the slowness is related to the need to produce a record of decision that will be a legal 
contract. In the fashion of Churchill, what I state above is stated without prejudice. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No Public Comments. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Councilman Sheffield moved to go into a Closed Session under NCSG §143-318.11(a)(3)(6). The 
motion carried unanimously. The Council entered Closed Session at 8:13 p.m. 
 
OPEN SESSION 
Councilman Sheffield moved to return to Open Session at 8:44 p.m. The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
VOTE – Addition to Agenda  
Councilman Leonard motioned to add Human Resources Policy Manual Amendment to the 
agenda. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
VOTE – Human Resources Policy Manual Amendment  
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve the Amendment to Article X – Grievance Procedure 
and Adverse Action Appeal as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
VOTE – Town Manager Merit Pay  
Councilman Sheffield motioned to award the Town Manager merit pay in the amount of $4,318.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
 

       _______________________________ 
       Kristie J. Nobles, CMC, NCCMC 
       Town Clerk 
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Mayor’s Report 

Where do we stand on climate change and sea level rise? There is a considerable 

discussion printed each day on this subject. The well-defined answers to what has 

happened and what will happen relative to global climate will not be known until 

sometime in the future. Living in Eastern North Carolina we should all be 

concerned about the related rise in sea level as well as the other aspects of global 

warming. The sea level rise is supported by recorded measurements that cover 

more than 30 years of recorded observations from positions around the globe (Lee 

and Wang).  

The article cited here is from a NASA release of March 17, 2023. A copy of that 

article is linked below. It is a fact that sea level is rising based on observations 

made by NASA. The article also links the rise in CO2 to the global warming that 

contributes to the increase of sea level. This information is important to all of us 

who live in the coastal plain of North Carolina. This material is not made available 

to alarm the reader but as an awareness that we need to follow what NASA will 

continue to research and publish and to monitor what action the State and Federal 

agencies are taking to cope with the change.  

Lee, Jane, and Andrew Wang. “NASA Uses 30-Year Satellite Record to Track and 

Project Rising Seas.” NASA, 17 Mar. 2023, www.nasa.gov/ feature/jpl/nasa-

uses-30-year-satellite-record-to-track-and-project-rising- seas. 

ITEM 15




