
RIVER BEND TOWN COUNCIL  
AGENDA - Amended 

        Regular Meeting 
July 20, 2023 

River Bend Town Hall – 45 Shoreline Drive 
7:00 p.m. 

Pledge:  Leonard 

1. Call to Order (Mayor Kirkland Presiding)

2. Recognition of New Residents

3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda

4. Addresses to the Council

A. Art Seaman – Rezoning Property

B. Jay Ammon – Rezoning Property

5. Public Hearings

6. Consent Agenda
 All items listed under this section are considered routine by the Council and will be enacted by one motion 
in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

A. Approve:
Minutes of the June 8, 2023 Work Council Meeting 
Minutes of the June 15, 2023 Regular Council Meeting 

7. Town Manager’s Report – Delane Jackson

Activity Reports 
A. Monthly Police Report by Chief Joll
B. Monthly Water Resources Report by Director of Public Works Mills
C. Monthly Work Order Report by Director of Public Works Mills
D. Monthly Zoning Report by Assistant Zoning Administrator McCollum

Administrative Reports: 

8. Planning Board – Councilman Sheffield
A. Planning Board Report
B. VOTE – Jay Ammon Rezoning Request Craven County PIN 8-206-083

9. Public Safety – Councilman Weaver
A. Community Watch
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10. Parks & Recreation – Councilman Weaver
A. Parks and Rec Report
B. Organic Garden Report
C. Library Report
D. Red Caboose Library Contract Update

11. CAC – Councilwoman Maurer
A.  CAC Report

12. Finance – Councilman Leonard
A. Financial Report - Finance Director
B. VOTE – Budget Amendment
C. VOTE – Award of Paving Contract

13. Environment And Waterways – Councilman Leonard
A. EWAB Report
B. VOTE – Wastewater Treatment Plant Grant Resolution
C. VOTE – Water Supply Study Project Award

14. Mayor’s Report – Mayor Kirkland

15. Public Comment

The public comment period is set aside for members of the public to offer comments to the Council. It is the
time for the Council to listen to the public. It is not a Question & Answer session between the public and the
Council or Staff. All comments will be directed to the Council. Each speaker may speak for up to 3 minutes. A
member of staff will serve as timekeeper. A sign-up sheet is posted by the meeting room door and will be
collected prior to the start of the Public Comment Period. Speakers will be called on by the Mayor in the order
that they signed up. In order to provide for the maintenance of order and decorum, the Council has adopted a
policy for this section of the meeting. A copy of the policy is posted by the door for your review. Please follow
the policy. If you have a specific question for staff, you are encouraged to contact the Town Manager or
the appropriate Department Head at another time.

16. Adjournment ITEM 3
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River Bend Town Council 
Work Session Minutes 

June 8, 2023 
Town Hall 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Present Council Members:  Mayor John Kirkland 
     James Castranova 

Brian Leonard      
Barbara Maurer 
Buddy Sheffield 
Jeff Weaver  

  
Town Manager:   Delane Jackson 
Town Clerk:    Kristie Nobles  
Town Attorney:   Dave Baxter 
 
Members of the Public Present: 33 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kirkland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 8, 2023, at the River 
Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  
 
ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA 
Councilman Castranova stated that he would like to add to the agenda a discussion and a possible 
motion on the issue of tree harvesting on the 100 acres. He stated he would specifically like to 
ask the Town Attorney to provide a written opinion regarding whether the 100 acres is 
grandfathered in from complying with the Tree Preservation Ordinance and what provisions are 
enforceable. The Mayor asked if Councilman Castranova had any documents for the Council and 
he stated that he had provided a handout that was on the table (near the door). The Mayor stated 
that the agenda is provided two days in advance so the Council can review the documents. 
Councilman Castranova stated that he did not have time and is following the rules for adding to 
the agenda as posted.  
 
VOTE – Addition to Agenda 
The Mayor recognized Councilman Castranova’s request as a motion and called for a vote. The 
motion failed with 2 ayes and 3 nays with Leonard, Maurer, and Sheffield voting nay.  
 
VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilman Weaver motioned to accept the agenda as presented. The motion passed with 4 
ayes and 1 nay with Castranova voting nay. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – Proposed FY2023-2024 Budget 
Councilman Leonard moved to open the Public Hearing to discuss the proposed FY2023-2024 
Budget.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
He then invited anyone who wished to address the proposed FY2023-2024 budget to step to the 
podium to be heard. 
 
With no one stepping forward, Councilman Leonard moved to close the Public Hearing.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 



 

 

VOTE – Efird Monument 
Councilman Castranova motioned to approve the purchase of the Efird monument as presented. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
VOTE – Budget Amendment 22-B-06 
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve Budget Amendment 22-B-06 as presented. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion – Ammon Rezoning Request  
The Manager stated that Mr. Jay Ammon with Spectrum Homes has submitted a rezoning request 
and the Planning Board has approved the request. He then presented the PowerPoint that was 
presented to the Planning Board but included some additional information. The Manager stated 
that Mr. Ammon is in attendance to answer any questions the Council may have. The Council had 
a brief discussion with Mr. Ammon regarding the rezoning request and his future plans for the 
property. Councilman Leonard then thanked Mr. Ammon for attending the meeting and answering 
the questions. 
 
VOTE – FY23-24 Leaf and Limb Schedule 
Councilwoman Maurer motioned to approve the FY23-24 Leaf and Limb Schedule as presented. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion – Advisory Board Appointments  
The Manager stated that a list of all advisory board members were included in the agenda 
package and the terms that expire on June 30 are highlighted. He asked the liaisons to state who 
wished to be reappointed. 
 
Councilman Leonard stated that the Environmental Waterways Advisory Board has three 
positions available for reappointment. Karl Lichty, Jon Hall, and Paige Ackiss all agree to be 
reappointed with Paige Ackiss serving as chair.   
 
Councilwoman Maurer stated that the Community Appearance Commission has three positions 
available but those are vacant. She stated that there is one application on file for Donna Perry. 
She stated that the CAC members have agreed to appoint her since she served previously. The 
Council agreed.  
 
Councilman Weaver stated that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has three positions 
available for reappointment with two of those vacant. He stated that Rebekah Royston agreed to 
be reappointed. He also stated that there are three vacancies in total on the board and three 
applications on file that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has approved. The Council 
agreed to appoint those as a part of the consent agenda at the next meeting. Those applicants 
are Richard and Laurie LaMotte and Amy Hendee.  
 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the Planning Board has three positions available for 
reappointment. Keith Boulware and Kathleen Fleming agree to be reappointed and Kelly Latimer 
did not wish to be reappointed. He also stated that Kelly Forrest is a Craven County ETJ appointed 
member and she has resigned.  
 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the Board of Adjustment has three positions available for 
reappointment. Chris Barta, Patty Leonard, and alternate member David Zinni agree to be 
reappointed. 
 
Discussion – Conditional Zoning  
Councilman Weaver stated that with the recent rezoning request he felt that Conditional Zoning 
should be discussed even though the Council voted to table the ordinance in January. He stated 
that without conditional zoning the Council does not have any authority or any power to say we 



 

 

want these things or we won’t rezone the property. He stated that if the Council did that now under 
the traditional zoning, which the town will keep, they would be violating North Carolina laws.   He 
also stated that the Town Attorney has provided his opinion and he wanted to get the other Council 
members’ opinion on whether they would like to discuss Conditional Zoning at the next Council 
meeting. Councilman Leonard stated that he agreed with Councilman Weaver and felt it is a 
valuable tool for the Town to have. Councilman Castranova stated that an item was included in 
the Attorney’s Opinion that he thought was being removed. Councilman Weaver stated that the 
provided ordinance is the same from when the Council voted to table the topic. Councilman 
Leonard stated that when the Council discusses the ordinance, changes can be requested then. 
Councilman Weaver stated that he would have it added to the next meetings agenda for 
discussion. Councilman Sheffield asked the Town Attorney  
 
Discussion – New Zoning District 
Councilman Sheffield stated that he would like for the Council to discuss finding an alternative 
zoning for multi-family other than PDR-MF. He stated that the only multi family zoning that the 
Town of River Bend has is PDR-MF and he feels that zone requirements are very lenient on what 
the town would allow.  
 
VOTE – New Zoning District 
Councilman Sheffield motioned to direct the staff to look into additional zoning districts. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
REVIEW – Agenda for the June 15, 2023 Council Meeting 
The Council reviewed the agenda for the June 15, 2023, Council Meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The motion carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
 
        
       Kristie J. Nobles, CMC, NCCMC 

Town Clerk 
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River Bend Town Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

June 15, 2023 
Town Hall 
7:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor John Kirkland 
James Castranova 
Brian Leonard  
Barbara Maurer 
Buddy Sheffield 
Jeff Weaver 

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Police Chief:  Sean Joll 
Finance Director: Mandy Gilbert  
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  
Town Attorney: Dave Baxter 

Members of the Public Present: 24 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kirkland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 15, 2023, at the River 
Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilwoman Maurer motioned to adopt the agenda as presented. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
The Mayor presented the Council with the Consent Agenda. Councilman Sheffield moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Within this 
motion, the following items were approved: 

A. Approve:
Minutes of the May 11, 2023 Work Council Meeting
Minutes of the May 18, 2023 Regular Council Meeting

B. Advisory Board Appointments and Reappointments:
PLANNING BOARD:  Reappoint Keith Boulware and Kathleen Flemming to terms beginning July 1, 2023, and
ending on June 30, 2025;

PARKS AND RECREATION: Reappoint Rebekah Royston to terms beginning July 1, 2023, and ending on
June 30, 2025; and Appoint Amy Hendee to a term beginning June 15, 2023 and ending on June 30, 2024,
and appoint Laurie LaMotte and Richard LaMotte to terms beginning June 15, 2023 and ending on June 30,
2025;

CAC: Appoint Donna Perry to a term beginning June 15, 2023 and ending on June 30, 2025,;

ENVIRONMENT AND WATERWAYS ADVISORY BOARD:  Reappoint R. Karl Lichty, Jon Hall and Paige
Ackiss to terms beginning July 1, 2023, and ending on June 30, 2025;

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:  Reappoint Chris Barta, Patty Leonard and David Zinni to terms beginning July
1, 2023, and ending on June 30, 2026;

AUDIT COMMITTEE:  Reappoint Brian Leonard, Mandy Gilbert, Delane Jackson and Janice Westgate to

terms beginning July 1, 2023, and ending on June 30, 2025;
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Manager gave the following updates: 

• Metronet has been working diligently around the town installing fiber optic cable to bring 
internet services to the town.  

• The July Council Work Session meeting has been canceled. 

• At this time the Manager presented a PowerPoint on the proposed Fiscal Year 2023-2024 

Budget.  

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY – COUNCILMAN WEAVER 
Community Watch – Councilman Weaver stated that Community Watch will meet on June 21 and 
they are looking for volunteers to help with traffic control for the July 4 Celebration. 
 
VOTE – Restart Discussions on Draft Conditional Zoning Ordinance 
Councilman Weaver motioned to restart discussion on the Draft Conditional Zoning Ordinance at 
the August 10 Work Session. The motion passed with four ayes and one nay with Castranova 
voting nay. 
 
PARKS & RECREATION – COUNCILMAN WEAVER 
Parks & Recreation 
Councilman Weaver stated that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has canceled the June 
17, Father’s Day BBQ Event and they are currently needing volunteers for the July 4 Celebration. 
He also stated that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board had a special meeting and 
recommended Richard LaMotte, Laurie LaMotte and Amy Hendee for appointment to the advisory 
board.  
 
Organic Garden  
Councilman Weaver stated that the Organic Garden had a workday on June 9 and there was a 
lot of volunteers and the summer vegetables were planted. 
 
Red Caboose Library (RCL) 
Councilman Weaver stated that the Book / Tech Mobile would be at the Municipal Building on 
Friday June 16, at 2:00 p.m. through 5:00 p.m.  
 
CAC – COUNCILWOMAN MAURER 
Councilwoman Maurer presented the following report. 
The CAC did not meet in June. The closing date for the Beautification awards for June is today. 
The awards will be announced in the next few days. The Fourth of July Festive Award 
announcement will include information about how to decorate for the Award Competition. The 
competition will include residence doorways, mailboxes and front yards. She stated that the 
winners for this aware are 105 Plantation and 307 North Carolina. The Plantation Drive median 
project is on hold until the CAC receives direction from the Council.   There currently are three 
vacancies on the Community Appearance Commission. This is an active group with diverse 
interests. Members may work on one or all of the projects. If you are interested, contact 
Chairwoman Brenda Hall to find out more about joining the board or volunteering for a project. 
The next meeting is scheduled for July 19, 2023 at 4 pm in the Municipal Building. 
 
FINANCE – COUNCILMAN LEONARD 
Financial Report – Finance Director, Mandy Gilbert, presented to the Council the financial 
statement for the month of May. She stated the total of the Town’s Cash and Investments as of 
May 31, 2023, were $3,652,028 and Ad valorem tax collections for FY22-23 were $725,905 and 
Vehicle Ad valorem tax collections were $85,580.  
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VOTE – FY2023-2024 Budget Ordinance  
Councilman Leonard motioned to adopt the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Budget Ordinance and 
Schedule of Rates and Fees as presented. The motion carried unanimously.  (see attached) 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATERWAYS – COUNCILMAN LEONARD 
Councilman Leonard presented the following report: 
EWAB met on Monday May 1st, 2023, at 7 PM in the small conference room in the Municipal 
building. Chairman Ackiss call the meeting to order at 7 PM, there was a quorum. The minutes 
from the April 3rd, 2023, meeting was read and approved. Councilman Leonard gave a council 
report. Old business: updates on stormwater management, mosquitoes, and the bulkhead 
inspections. New Business: Chairman Ackiss noted that some of the channel markers are missing 
or damaged, he will report to the town manager for action. Volunteer Hours: 16  The next meeting 
will be on Monday 5 June 2023 at 7 PM in the small conference room in the municipal building. 
Visitors are always welcome. The meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM. 
 
PLANNING BOARD – COUNCILMAN SHEFFIELD 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the Planning Board met on June 1, 2023, for the main purpose 
to adopt a Public Comment Policy. He stated the July meeting is canceled and the next meeting 
is scheduled for August 3, 2023. 
 
DISCUSSION  – Matters Related to Tree Preservation Ordinance  
Councilman Castranova stated that he had questions regarding the Town’s Tree Preservation 
Ordinance but most of his questions had been answered. He stated that in the ordinance it states 
that there should not be any clear cutting if it is solely to make the land marketable or available 
for development. He asked the Town Attorney to explain who determines this and is it the Town’s 
Managers sole discretion and what factors should go into that. The Town Attorney stated that this 
ordinance is in the Zoning Ordinance and the Town Manager is the Zoning Administrator, so he 
makes those decisions. He also stated that if there are any pending applications or site plan 
documentation submitted it should be considered. Councilman Castranova asked if a rezoning 
application had been requested but not submitted, should that be taken into consideration and 
the Town Attorney stated that it could be taken into consideration but would not be a definitive 
decision relating to the ordinance. Councilman Castranova asked the attorney if there was a way 
to challenge the Zoning Administrators decision and the attorney stated yes, it could be appealed 
to the Town’s Board of Adjustment. Councilman Castranova then asked who could sue and the 
Town Attorney stated that the adjacent property owners and community organizations may have 
a standing to sue. Councilman Leonard asked for clarity, that the property being discussed is not 
clear cutting but tree harvesting where trees were specifically planted on a tree farm for that use. 
The Town Attorney stated that if you are referring to the Davis property on Old Pollocksville Road, 
it is forestry use in a present use value program and has a timber management plan. Councilman 
Sheffield asked the Town Attorney if the Town Manager asked for his opinion on this issue and 
the Town Attorney stated yes. Councilman Sheffield then asked if the Town Attorney gave the 
Town Manager an opinion and the Town Attorney responded “yes’. Councilman Sheffield then 
asked if the Town Manager went by the advice of the Town Attorney and the Town Attorney 
responded “yes”. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Mayor presented the following report. 
June comes every year and every year in North Carolina municipalities must prepare and adopt 
a budget for the following fiscal year. This process begins with a Budget Workshop meeting of 
the Council in January. At that Workshop the Council members and Town Manager develop an 
outline of issues that need to be addressed in the annual budget for the next fiscal year. Thus 
begins the development of supporting material for the new budget by the Manager and the Town 
Department Heads and Staff. The Manager begins to assemble material that he will need to 
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present a draft budget document to members of the Town Council when Budget Work Session 
Meetings begin in May. At dedicated meetings the Manager and appropriate Department Heads 
work with the Council in the development of a specific and detailed budget that will be presented 
for public information. The Council will vote to adopt the budget at its scheduled June meeting. 
The Manager and Staff spend many hours in the budget preparation and the members of Town 
Council also spend considerable time in meetings dedicated to completing this document which 
will guide the fiscal direction of the Town July 2023 thru June 2024. For many years the 
Government Finance Officers organization recognized River Bend for superior development and 
execution of the Town’s budget. We can all be proud of the work that the Council, Manager and 
Town Staff put developing this mandated annual fiscal budget and then review its performance 
month-by-month. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No Public Comments. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Councilman Sheffield moved to go into a Closed Session under NCSG §143-318.11(a)(3). The 
motion carried unanimously. The Council entered Closed Session at 8:03 p.m. 
 
OPEN SESSION 
Councilman Sheffield moved to return to Open Session at 8:19 p.m. The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 
 

       _______________________________ 
       Kristie J. Nobles, CMC, NCCMC 
       Town Clerk 
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2023 2023 2023

April May June

1 6 7 12 0.51% 71.00%

2 7 5 3 0.13% -40.00%

3 1 2 1 0.04% -50.00%

4 1 0 1 0.04% 0.00%

5 9 9 6 0.25% -33.00%

6 21 24 22 0.93% -8.00%

7 125 138 121 5.12% -12.00%

8 1 3 1 0.04% -67.00%

9 0 2 2 0.08% 0.00%

10 3 2 4 0.17% 100.00%

11 1 0 2 0.08% 0.00%

12 1 0 1 0.04% 0.00%

13 1 0 0 0.00% 0.00%

14 0 1 1 0.04% 0.00%

15 0 1 0 0.00% -100.00%

16 0 0 1 0.04% 0.00%

17 0 0 1 0.04% 0.00%

18 1 0 0 0.00% 0.00%

19 3 5 1 0.04% -80.00%

20 1 1 1 0.04% 0.00%

21 2012 2028 2,123 89.84% 5.00%

22 0 0 0 0.00% 0.00%

23 0 0 0 0.00% 0.00%

24 1 0 0 0.00% 0.00%

25 6 10 8 0.34% -20.00%

26 1 2 4 0.17% 100.00%

27 2 3 2 0.08% -33.00%

28 1 1 0 0.00% -100.00%

29 59 72 28 1.18% -61.00%

30 3 2 2 0.08% 0.00%

31 2 0 0 0.00% 0.00%

32 2 0 1 0.04% 0.00%

33 1 0 0 0.00% 0.00%

34 6 11 5 0.21% -55.00%

35 1 2 3 0.13% 50.00%

36 20 17 2 0.08% -88.00%

37 3 1 4 0.17% 300.00%

38 1 0 0 0.00% 0.00%

39 2303 2349 2363 100.00% 1.00%

14           State Citations 111                     100 Pirates 258 Incoming Calls

14           Total State Charges 119                     100 Plantation

State Warnings 110                     200 Lakemere

4             Town Citations 119                     200 Rockledge

1             Town Warnings 74                       Piner Estates

Phone Calls Answered (638-1108)

DWI

CHECKPOINTS                     

DRUG VIOLATIONS

WELFARE CHECKS                  

CASE ASSIST / PW / VEHICLE MAINTENANCE / MEETING 

CASE FOLLOW UPS / SPECIAL OPERATION / TRAINING

TRESPASSING

OVERDOSE

TOTAL

Traffic Violations Community Watch Checks

TRAFFIC COMPLAINTS-RADAR

DEATH / MISSING PERSON / RUNAWAY / SUICIDE(A)

PROPERTY DAMAGE / VANDALISM

RESIDENTIAL / BUSINESS CHECKS / COMMUNITY WATCH

ROADWAY DEBRIS / OBSTRUCTIONS

ROBBERIES

SOLICITING VIOLATIONS

SUSPICIOUS PERSONS / VEHICLES / FIELD INTERVIEW

TOWN ORDINANCE CITATIONS

TOWN ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

TRAFFIC STOPS            

LOUD MUSIC / NOISE COMPLAINTS

ASSIST MOTORISTS / FOOT PATROLS / ALL OTHER

ASSIST OTHER AGENCIES

B & E BUSINESS / RESIDENCE / VEHICLE

CRIM. SUMM. / SUBPOENAS / WARRANTS / CIVIL COMPLAINT

DOMESTICS                

FIRES / ALARM                           

IDENTITY THEFT / FRAUD  

INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENTS

JUVENILE COMPLAINTS

LARCENIES                       

LITTERING

ASSIST EMS / FD / FIRST RESPONDERS / MED ASSIST

RIVER BEND POLICE DEPARTMENT

MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

2023

ACTIVITIES % of Total Calls
% Change 

Last 2 Mos.

ALARMS / 911 UNKNOWN / DISTURBANCE / SHOTS FIRED

ANIMAL COMPLAINTS                

ARRESTS

ASSAULTS / ALL OTHER VIOLENT CRIME                  

ASSIST CITIZENS / LOCK OUT / QUALITY OF LIFE ISSUES
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Printed 7/18/2023 Town of River Bend

FY 2022-2023

Work Order Report

Public Works

YTD Pending

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May June

Building Maintenance 31 30 29 30 31 34 33 31 31 31 32 33 376 0

Painting 2 1 0 1 2 3 2 0 1 2 1 2 17 1

Park/Playground 32 34 36 34 32 31 33 35 33 32 34 36 402 2

Roadway Maintenance 17 19 22 24 22 25 21 24 20 23 20 22 259 0

Stormwater Maintenance 8 7 9 12 10 8 7 6 8 7 9 8 99 1

Trash/Litter 30 33 31 30 31 31 32 31 32 31 33 31 376 0

Tree Maintenance 8 6 8 7 5 7 9 8 7 6 8 6 85 0

Wetlands / Ponds 2 2 1 2 3 2 1 2 1 2 4 3 25 1

Other 9 11 14 12 10 9 11 13 12 10 12 15 138 1

TOTAL 139 143 150 152 146 150 149 150 145 144 153 156 1777 6

Orders Closed 135 139 145 148 143 146 142 145 139 138 146 150 1716

YTD Pending

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May June

Sewer Collection 13 15 16 18 17 19 18 17 20 22 23 20 218 1

Sewer Treatment 16 17 15 14 15 17 16 15 20 21 20 18 204 0

Water Distribution 9 8 7 6 8 9 7 8 9 11 14 12 108 2

Water Treatment 10 12 13 14 13 15 13 14 15 16 17 15 167 2

Service Orders 84 62 67 47 341 387 811 81 20 30 22 28 1980 0

Utility Locates 46 40 42 44 40 44 42 44 50 52 65 300 809 0

TOTAL 178 154 160 143 434 491 907 179 134 152 161 393 3486 5

Orders Closed 175 151 156 138 430 486 904 173 131 149 157 388 3438

TOTAL July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May June YTD

Orders Entered 317 297 310 295 580 641 1056 329 279 296 314 549 5263

Orders Closed 310 290 301 286 573 632 1046 318 270 287 303 538 5154

Water Resources

Orders Entered

Orders Entered
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June 2023 Monthly Report 
Brandon Mills, Director of Public Works 

 
  
Public Works has completed installing mulch in all the town’s playgrounds. As a 

reminder, this mulch not only makes the parks look tidier, but it also acts as a buffer in 
the event someone falls. We add mulch as needed and monitor it weekly. Public Works 
has continued to do a good job around town trimming limbs from the edge of roadways, 
and at intersections. This is also done as needed, and many more areas are on our work 
order list to complete. Our staff cleaned out several storm drains catch basins. During 
rainstorms we routinely ride around looking for any issues in the drainage system that 
needs cleaning/repair. 

 
Water Resources had a major water leak on the Plantation Drive/Gangplank Rd 

area of town. Our six-inch water main was his hit while Metronet was doing a under 
road bore. We quickly shut off the water service in this general area so that we could 
begin repairing this water main. It took roughly five hours to repair the broken section 
of the water main. I would like to thank all for Public Works employees for a job well 
done. Water Resources also cleaned around 1000 feet of collection system piping this 
month. Per our permit, we must clean around 10 percent of our system annually. We 
routinely clean over 15 percent of our collection system piping. 

 
If you have any questions concerning the Water Resources/Public Works 

Department, please call us at 252-638-3540, Monday-Friday, 8am-4pm. After hour’s 
water and sewer, emergencies can be reported by dialing the Town Hall at 252-638-
3870. You will be instructed to then dial “9” and follow the directions to contact the on-
call duty operator. You will then be asked to enter your phone number at the sound of 
the tone. After entering your phone number, the automated system will inform you that 
your page has been sent. Please, be patient and our utility systems operator will return 
your call. If you do not receive a call back within ten minutes, please notify the Police 
Department at 252-638-1108, and they will get in contact with the on-call utility systems 
operator.  
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           MONTHLY ZONING REPORT

MONTH June YEAR 2023

Monthly YTD Total 

Permit Applications Received 10 84

10 84

1117.00 8894.20

4 78

0 10

4 81

*see details below

0 0

15-Jun

15-Jun

Activity 

Address Violation  

Permits Issued 

Violations Noted During Weekly Patrol

Fees Collected

Complaints Received From Citizens

130 Pirates

104 Stillwater

111 Stillwater Trailer

Trailer

Grass

Notice Of Violations Initiated

Remedial Actions Taken By Town 

Detail Summary

Date Cited

202 Teakwood Grass 7-Jun

15-JunITEM 7



River Bend Community Organic Garden (RBCOG) 

Monthly Report –July 2023 

Cooperative weather conditions and increased participation by volunteers made it possible to complete 
some major tasks. The garden is in excellent condition.  

Harvesting is now a daily task.    

A second new bee hive has been established. 

As of June 30, volunteers recorded 965 hours of work. Some volunteers have not reported all their 
hours so the number should be higher. The garden’s neighbor continues to mow the garden 
yard regularly.     

File in P&R and COG 
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Less than factual social media posts damage a municipal reputation. 

 

The less than factual discussions placed on the various “social media” 

pages do damage to our Town. Many “media” posts are not fact based 

and the originator should be aware of this shortcoming. 

I am frequently approached by friends in the New Bern area with 

comments about the “media” context originating in River Bend. These 

non-River Bend residents likely do not have the background to 

determine the validity of the post. It is only fair to say that the less than 

factual exchange that is taking place is damaging to our Town. 

My plea to all is PLEASE seek facts and make certain that what you post 

is true.  

The product of government at the Federal, State, and Local level is 

certainly not instantaneous. Sometimes slow character of output can be 

frustrating. Many times the slowness is related to the need to produce a 

record of decision that will be a legal contract. 

In the fashion of Churchill, what I state above is stated without prejudice. 

 

John Kirkland 

 



Town of River Bend  

Public Comment Policy 

Overview- In 2005, the North Carolina General Assembly, through the passage of NCGS 160A-81.1, 

required that each municipality in North Carolina provide a period for public comment at least once per 

month at a regular meeting of the council. The General Assembly gave councils the authority to adopt 

rules governing the conduct of the public comment period.   The Town of River Bend recognizes the 

importance of receiving comments from the public. The purpose of the public comment period is to give 

the public an opportunity to express their views, comments or opinions to the council. It is a time for the 

council to listen to the public. The following rules have been established to maintain order and decorum 

during the public comment period. Furthermore, these rules are designed to ensure fairness to each 

speaker by establishing rules in advance that will be applied equally to each speaker.    

I. Public Comment Period

The public comment period shall be reserved as an item of business on the agenda for the council’s 

regular session, which is currently held on the 3
rd

 Thursday of each month.  All comments to the council 

during the public comment period shall be subject to the following guidelines: 

1. Prior to the start of the public comment period, persons wishing to address the council will register on

a sign-up sheet stationed by the meeting room door. Prior to beginning the public comment period, the 

Mayor will collect the sign-up sheet and recognize speakers in the order that they registered. Speakers 

will address the council from the lectern and will be asked to provide their name and address for the 

record.    

2. Each speaker shall be limited to a maximum time of three (3) minutes. Each speaker will only be

allowed to speak once during the public comment period.  A staff member shall serve as time keeper 

and will promptly announce when the speakers time has expired.   

3. No time may be yielded or transferred from one speaker to another. In order to avoid repetition and

delay, groups of people supporting the same position are encouraged to designate a spokesperson for 

the group.   

4. The public comment period is not intended to require the council and/or any staff to answer any

impromptu questions. The council will not take action on an item presented during the public comment 

session. Upon completion of the public comment session and when appropriate, the council may refer 

inquires made during the public comment session to the Town Manager or an appropriate staff 

member. If necessary, the item may be added to the agenda of a future meeting, thereby providing the 

staff an opportunity to research the item and provide data to the council for consideration and review.   

5. Speakers will address comments to the entire council as a whole and not one individual member.

Discussions between speakers and members of the audience will not be permitted during the public 

comment period.   
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6. Speakers who have prepared written remarks are encouraged to leave a copy of such remarks with 

the Town Clerk.  Speakers who have materials that they want distributed to the council related to the 

item they plan to discuss during the public comment period, shall provide eight (8) copies of those 

documents to the Town Clerk prior to the start of the meeting. The Clerk shall distribute the copies to 

the Council, Attorney, and Town Manager and retain one copy for the record.  

7. Speakers shall be courteous in their language and presentation. Profanity or other inappropriate 

language or gestures will not be tolerated.   

8. In order to provide for the maintenance of order and decorum in the conduct of the meeting, the 

Mayor may declare “out-of-order” any person who fails to comply with this policy. The Mayor shall 

caution any such person to abide by the provisions of this policy. Refusal to do so shall be grounds for 

removal of the speaker from the meeting.  

 

• Adopted June 18, 2015 
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