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River Bend Town Council 
Work Session Minutes 

November 10, 2022 
Town Hall 
5:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor John Kirkland 
Don Fogle 
Brian Leonard 
Barbara Maurer 
Buddy Sheffield 
Bud Van Slyke 

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  
Police Chief:  Sean Joll 
Town Attorney: Dave Baxter 

Members of the Public Present: 11 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kirkland called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 10, 2022 at the 
River Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA 
Vote – Addition to Agenda – Councilman Van Syke moved to add Finance Officer Appointment 
as item 3D.  The motion carried unanimously. 

VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilwoman Maurer motioned to accept the agenda as modified. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

Discussion – Budget Amendment FY22-23 – 22-B-04 
The Manager stated that the budget amendment in the agenda package is for the award of 
contract of the new Public Works Building that the Council approved at the Special Meeting in 
September. He stated that this budget amendment codifies what the Council approved previously. 

VOTE – Budget Amendment FY22-23 - 22-B-04  
Councilman Van Slyke motioned to approve Budget Amendment 22-B-04 as presented. The 
motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 

Discussion – Wastewater Treatment Plant Capital Project Fund Ordinance 
The Manager stated that the Wastewater Treatment Plant Capital Project Fund Ordinance is 
included in the agenda. He stated this ordinance is for a grant-funded project. 

VOTE – Wastewater Treatment Plant Capital Project Fund Ordinance 
Councilman Van Slyke motioned to approve Wastewater Treatment Plant Capital Project Fund 
Ordinance as presented. The motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 

Discussion – Grant Project Ordinance for Water AIA 
The Manager stated that the town received two AIA grants for $150,000 each for water and sewer. 
Councilman Van Slyke stated that the Council has had these documents and these ordinances 
have been discussed at previous meetings.  
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VOTE – Grant Project Ordinance for Water AIA 
Councilman Van Slyke motioned to approve Grant Project Ordinance for Water AIA as presented. 
The motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 
 
VOTE – Grant Project Ordinance for Sewer AIA 
Councilman Van Slyke motioned to approve Grant Project Ordinance for Sewer AIA as presented. 
The motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 
 
Councilman Van Slyke stated that the budget items that were approved are associated with non-
tax areas and are funded from external grant funding. 
 
Discussion – Engineering Services Agreements 
The Manager stated that he was anticipating proceeding with the Engineering Agreements at this 
meeting, but he has not received the final approval to proceed. He suggested that the Council 
postpone voting on these agreements until he has the final approval. He introduced Greg 
Churchill, of Rivers and Associates. Mr. Churchill then presented the Rivers and Associates 
Engineering Services Agreement and answered questions from the Council.  
 
Discussion – Finance Officer Appointment 
Councilman Van Slyke stated he has been in his current term for over 20 years and 17 of those 
years were in finance. He stated that after discussions with the Town Manager and the Deputy 
Finance Officer, Brian Leonard; he recommends that the Finance Director and the Finance Officer 
should be the same person. He stated that many local governments’ Finance Directors are the 
Finance Officer within their unit.  
 
VOTE – Finance Officer Appointment Documents 
Councilman Van Slyke motioned to direct the Town Manager to prepare all necessary documents, 
which will allow the role of the Finance Officer to be filled by the Finance Director and have those 
documents ready for Council consideration at next week’s meeting. The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Discussion – Short-term Rentals Public Hearing 
The Manager stated there is a Public Hearing scheduled on November 17, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall regarding short-term rentals in River Bend.  
 
Discussion – Update on Conditional Re-zoning Ordinance 
The Manager stated the Planning Board has been discussing and reviewing the proposed 
Conditional Re-zoning Ordinance and they are still in the process of reviewing the ordinance and 
making any revisions. The Manager stated that once the Planning Board approves any changes 
it would be presented to the Council for consideration.  
 
Discussion – Additional Leaf and Limb Pickup 
Councilman Sheffield stated on his street there are a lot of leaves and limbs that need to be picked 
up. He suggested that the Town add an additional leaf and limb pickup in December. The Manager 
stated that there is a provision in the contractor’s contract that would allow him to do an additional 
pickup.  
 
VOTE – Additional Leaf and Limb Pick-up 
Councilman Sheffield motioned that an additional Leaf and Limb pickup be scheduled in 
December if the contractor is amendable. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
REVIEW – Agenda for the November 17, 2022 Council Meeting 
The Council reviewed the agenda for the November 17, 2022 Council Meeting.  
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ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The motion carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:04 p.m. 
 
 
        
       Kristie J. Nobles 

Town Clerk 
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River Bend Town Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

November 17, 2022 
Town Hall 
7:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor John Kirkland 
Buddy Sheffield 
Don Fogle 
Barbara Maurer 
Bud Van Slyke 

Absent Council Member: Brian Leonard  

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Finance Director: Mandy Gilbert  
Police Chief:  Sean Joll 
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  

Members of the Public Present: 24 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kirkland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 17, 2022 in the 
River Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA 
Vote – Addition to Agenda – Councilwoman Maurer moved to add CAC Appointments as item 
9F.  The motion carried unanimously. 

VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilman Sheffield motioned to accept the agenda as amended. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING – Chapter 15.02 of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance – Short-term Rentals 
Councilman Sheffield moved to open the Public Hearing to discuss Chapter 15.02 of the Town’s 
Zoning Ordinance – Short-term Rentals.  The motion carried unanimously. 

At this time, the Mayor indicated that those who signed up to speak would be called in the order 
in which they signed up. There were eight people who addressed the Council, with five of those 
who spoke opposing short-term rentals. 

Councilman Sheffield moved to close the Public Hearing.  The motion carried unanimously. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
The Mayor presented the Council with the Consent Agenda. Councilman Sheffield moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Within this 
motion the following items were approved: 

A. Approve:
Minutes of the October 13, 2022 Work Session
Minutes of the October 20, 2022 Regular Council Meeting

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Manager gave the following updates on Town projects: 

 Construction of the Town Hall dock replacement has been completed.
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 Construction on the Public Works Building is underway; the site has been graded and 

prepared for the concrete slab. 

 The Water Meter Replacement Project has begun and as of today, 223 meters have been 

replaced.    

 The implementation of new computer software has started at Town Hall. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY – Councilman Fogle 
Councilman Fogle presented the following reports. 
CERT 
The CERT meeting for October was cancelled.  The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 23, 2022 at 7:00 pm in the Municipal Building.  Check the Town calendar for updates. 
Mary Holihan and Dana Donahue set up a CERT recruitment table at National Night Out. CERT 
is always looking for new members.  Contact Chief Joll or Mary Holihan for more information. 
 
COMMUNITY WATCH 
Community Watch met on Wednesday, October 26, 2022 in the Municipal Building at 7:00 pm.  
Sergeant Fell and Officer DeStefano gave a general crime update and discussed concerns about 
speeding on Plantation Drive.  Long sleeve shirts will be ordered for winter wear.  With the 
departure of Margaret Theis, her secretary duties were split between Luci Avery and Jim Kelly.  
Luci will take notes and prepare minutes, and Jim will have community watch hours reported to 
him for compilation.  The group agreed to assist with Trunk or Treat and the shredding event.   
The next Community Watch meeting is scheduled for February 15, 2023 at 7:00 pm in the 
Municipal Building.  Election of officers will be performed at that time. Community Watch is always 
looking for new members.  Contact Chief Joll or Egon Lippert for more information. 
 
Councilman Fogle Statement 
Councilman Fogle stated that near the end of the last Council meeting on October 20, 2022, two 
audience members heard Councilwoman Maurer call me a “jackass” while the meeting was still 
in session and the cameras were rolling.  They reported this to me immediately after the meeting 
and it was confirmed in a subsequent review of the tape.  I filed a formal complaint against 
Councilwoman Maurer on October 24, 2022, for exhibiting disrespect toward a peer in a public 
meeting and for unprofessional and unethical behavior.  The following day, Councilwoman Maurer 
notified the Council via the Town Manager that she would issue an apology tonight.  Unfortunately, 
close associates of Councilwoman Maurer vilified the two whistleblowers on Facebook claiming 
they were smearing Councilwoman Maurer well after Councilwoman Maurer’s admission.  The 
whistleblowers were telling the truth about Councilwoman Maurer’s statement. If there is an 
apology tonight, it should include Kathy Noonan and Krysten Howard, the whistleblowers who did 
what any resident or councilmember should have done in the same situation. 
 
PARKS & RECREATION/CAC – Councilwoman Maurer 
Councilwoman Maurer presented the following reports. 
Parks & Recreation 
Parks and Recreation did not meet on their scheduled November 2 meeting date due to lack of a 
quorum. The chairperson and four members have resigned due to a longstanding campaign 
targeting them. Another member resigned in October. I have also resigned as liaison to the board. 
Councilman Leonard will fill the position until new assignments are determined in January.   
 
Community Appearance Commission (CAC)  
The CAC met on November 16. Five members and four guests were in attendance. One guest 
had two concerns. Brenda told him she would look into them. Three guests have all filed 
applications for appointments to the CAC. One applicant said she is willing to wait for an 
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appointment and asked to be considered the next time there is an opening. A motion was made 
and seconded and the members voted to recommend to the Council that the other two applicants 
be appointed. They are Christine Soler and Claudia Christie-Ashmore. The applicant in waiting is 
Maggie Bramwell. This year the town will have one hundred twenty Christmas globe lights to hand 
at the front entrance and possibly other locations. The Festive Award Program recognized homes 
on New Hampshire Ave and Teakwood Drive for their tasteful fall decorations. The Christmas 
Festive Award competition will be officially announced on November 28. Nominations will begin 
on December 5. The Plantation median project will be presented to the Council after the New 
Year. 
 
River Bend Community Organic Garden (RBCOG) 
RBCOG met on November 7. The Green Team harvested 192 pounds of sweet potatoes. The 
volunteer papaya tree is about 20 feet high and has twelve papayas on it. Planning has started 
for spring. A garden workday is scheduled for Saturday, November 19. Carolina Nature Coalition 
has requested a program about RBCOG. It will mark the return of workshops with additional 
events planned for 2023. The next meeting is scheduled for December 5 at 1:30 pm. All are 
welcome.  
 
Red Caboose Library (RCL) 
The board met on Nov 3.  As a follow-up to last month’s report regarding the library’s expectations 
of donations from the Community Picnic, information was received that no donations to the library 
were made at that event. Some organizers paid for expenses out-of-pocket. They are to be 
commended for their community event and for their good intentions regarding the library.    
Tuesday night evening hours have been added. Local author JoAnna Kloster was scheduled to 
speak on November 16. A permanent home and finances continue to be concerns. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Dec.1.  
 
Planning Board (for Councilman Sheffield) 
The Planning Board was presented with a draft ordinance for conditional zoning that was prepared 
by Town staff. Asst. Zoning Administrator Allison McCollum reviewed the ordinance and answered 
questions as needed. The Board did not make any decisions or recommendations, but decided 
to continue the discussion at the next regular meeting. The rest of the agenda covered routine 
business. The next meeting of the Planning Board is scheduled for Thursday, December 1, 2022.  
 
CAC Appointments 
 
VOTE – Advisory Board Appointment – Soler  
Councilwoman Maurer motioned to appoint Christine Soler to the Community Appearance 
Commission for a term beginning November 17, 2022 and expiring June 30, 2024. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

VOTE – Advisory Board Appointment –Christie-Ashmore 
Councilwoman Maurer motioned to appoint Claudia Christie-Ashmore to the Community 
Appearance Commission for a term beginning November 17, 2022 and expiring June 30, 2024. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

FINANCE – Councilman Van Slyke 
Financial Report – Finance Director, Mandy Gilbert presented to the Council the financial 
statement for the month of October. She stated the total of the Town’s Cash and Investments as 
of October 31, 2022 are $4,271,235 and Ad valorem tax collections for FY22-23 were $88,765 
and Vehicle Ad valorem tax collections were $18,602.  
 
Councilman Van Slyke stated that Town Code of Ordinances, Title III, Administration, Chapter 
3.01, General Administration Ordinance Amendment was included in the agenda package and 
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the Council has been reviewing this ordinance. Councilman Sheffield stated that this ordinance 
would allow someone other than a council member to be the Town’s Finance Officer.  
 
Councilman Van Slyke submitted his resignation as the Finance Officer and stated that he has 
been the Finance Officer for the Town of River Bend for over 18 years. He stated it has been a 
joy to provide this service to the people of the Town of River Bend and since he was not re-
elected, he stated he felt it was time to step down as the Finance Officer for the Town. Councilman 
Sheffield praised Councilman Van Slyke for his service as the Finance Officer for the Town of 
River Bend. Councilman Leonard stated there still would be a Council liaison between the Finance 
Department and the Town’s staff.  
 
VOTE – Town Code of Ordinances, Title III, Administration, Chapter 3.01, General 
Administration Ordinance Amendment 
Councilman Van Slyke motioned to approve the Town Code of Ordinances, Title III, 
Administration, Chapter 3.01, General Administration as presented.  The motion carried 
unanimously. (see attached) 
 
At this time, the Town Manager appointed Mandy Gilbert as the Finance Officer for the Town of 
River Bend and the Town Clerk administrated the Finance Officer Oath to Mandy Gilbert. 
Councilman Sheffield praised the Finance department and stated the Town has received many 
national awards. 
 
VOTE – Finance Officer Salary Increase 
Councilman Van Slyke motioned to approve a 3% salary increase that is equivalent to Pay Grade 
AD5, step 13 to the Finance Director.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATERWAYS ADVISORY BOARD – Councilman Leonard 
Councilman Leonard presented the following report. 
EWAB met at 7 PM on Monday 7 November 2022 in the small conference room in the municipal 
building. Chairman Ackiss called the meeting to order, there was a quorum. There were two 
visitors. The minutes from the October 2022 meeting were approved. Councilman Leonard gave 
a council update. Old business: discussion about bulkhead inspections, EWAB will coordinate 
with the town to start inspections. Several stormwater drain areas were inspected by the town 
and were found to be clear of any blockages. New business: Fishing dock completed, discussion 
about adding life preservers and a ladder. Discussion about cleaning up the ponds that are part 
of the stormwater drainage system. Volunteer hours total for October 14 hours. There will not be 
a EWAB meeting in December 2022. Next meeting will be on January 2, 2023, at 7 PM in the 
small conference room in the municipal building. 

 
The Manager stated that he has received authorization from the state to move forward on 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Enhancement agreement, the Water AIA agreement and the Sewer 
AIA agreement.  
 
VOTE – WWTP Enhancements Engineering Services Agreement 
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve the Wastewater Treatment Plant Enhancements 
Engineering Services Agreement with Rivers and Associates as presented. The motion carried 
unanimously. (see attached) 
 
VOTE – Water AIA 
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve the Water System Asset Inventory and Assessment 
Agreement with Municipal Engineering Services as presented. The motion carried unanimously. 
(see attached) 
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VOTE – Sewer AIA 
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve the Sewer System Asset Inventory and Assessment 
Agreement with Municipal Engineering Services as presented. The motion carried unanimously. 
(see attached) 
 
PLANNING BOARD – Councilman Sheffield 
Board of Adjustment   
The meeting was held in Town Hall.  Chairman Ackiss called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  A 
quorum was present.  Two new board members,  Jon Hall and David Zinni, were sworn in by 
Mayor Kirkland.  Chairman Ackiss explained the reason for the meeting, a special use permit 
application by Kelsey Rowe for an automotive modification shop on property adjacent to Guy C. 
Lee on Highway 17 in the River Bend ETJ.  Witnesses were sworn in.  Town manager Jackson 
testified that all legal requirements for the application had been met.  Ms Rowe presented maps 
and drawings to illustrate what was to be built on the site.  She explained the function of the 
facility.  Board members then asked questions.  They were concerned about waste oil, noise and 
appearance of the site.  Ms. Rowe answered the questions.  No one spoke in opposition to the 
permit. The board then considered the application based on numerous criteria that were all 
deemed to have been met.  The board approved the permit with the following conditions:  that 
any outside storage, including vehicles, be behind a 6 foot fence and not visible from Highway 
17.  That the facility conform to existing River Bend town ordinances regarding noise.   The 
meeting was adjourned.  No future meeting has been set at this time. 
 

Discussion- Short-term Rentals 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the revision of the Town’s ordinance regarding short-term rentals 
was triggered by a court case in Wilmington, North Carolina. He stated that the court ruled to not 
allow Wilmington to restrict short-term rentals. He stated that the Town of River Bend is very 
restricted on how it can regulate short-term rentals. He stated that the amended ordinance would 
control the zones in which short-term rentals are allowed, which means that properties would 
have to be at least 15,000 square feet. He stated that if the Town did restrict short-term rentals it 
would be very difficult for staff to enforce. He stated that if anyone has problems with excessive 
noise or anything that violates the Towns’ ordinances to contact the Police Department. 
Councilwoman Maurer spoke in opposition of allowing short-term rentals in the Town. Councilman 
Leonard stated that the state of North Carolina and the court system have severely restricted what 
the Town of River Bend can do. 
 
VOTE – Short-term Rentals  
Councilman Sheffield motioned to approve the Amendment to Chapter 15.02 of the Town’s Code 
of Ordinances as presented. The motion passed with 4 ayes and 1 nay (Maurer). (see attached) 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Mayor presented the following report. 
 
THE INTEGRITY OF NORTH CAROLINA ELECTIONS 
I know that the Town Manager has written several articles making the plea that citizens who desire 
facts about issues of concern related to Town ordinances and infrastructure projects should refer 
to the Town’s Web Page rather than read and accept what they can read on one of the social 
postings. I know that the Manager has written these articles because I have read them. My effort 
at critical reading is a listing of online documents that the State Board of Elections has on its web 
page that provide detail directing the 100 County Election Boards in the conduct of elections in 
their jurisdictions. At their website under the title “Tips for Monitoring or Observing the Election at 
Polling Sites” The article details a number of subjects that provide direction for individuals that 
may wish to observe the conduct of the election process. The article under the section titled 
“Outside Monitors” states---- Anyone has the right to watch or monitor the election outside the 
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voting place. This activity must remain outside the buffer zone, which typically extends 50 feet 
from the entrance of the voting place and is clearly marked. Outside observers may not disrupt 
voting, intimidate voters, or otherwise impede access to the polls. On-site elections officials have 
the duty to ensure a safe and orderly voting where voters are not obstructed. These officials are 
authorized to remove anyone who is disruptive. N.C.G.S. §163-48. 
https://www.ncsbe.gov/about-elections/election-security/tips-monitoring-or-observing-election-
polling-sites  
The authority continues with sections titled:  
1. Allowed  
2. Prohibited 
There follows a section titled “Observing the Election Inside”, these observers are appointed by 
the Political Parties. When one reads this document with its enumerated authority and prohibitions 
one should assume that the entire election process is well regulated and the results should be 
without objection. Of course, it follows that the observers need to possess the trait of integrity as 
relates to their responsibility. 
My hope is that rather than posting on or reading words on the “social media” that citizens should 
first read the State Board of Elections’ website. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Jeff White – 651/665 Old Pollocksville Road – requested a variance to allow him to hunt on his 
land and have livestock. 
 
ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The motion carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
        

       Kristie J. Nobles 
       Town Clerk 
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River Bend Town Council 
Work Session Minutes 

December 8, 2022 
Town Hall 
5:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor John Kirkland 
Don Fogle 
Barbara Maurer 
Buddy Sheffield 
Bud Van Slyke 

Absent Council Member: Brian Leonard 

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  
Police Chief:  Sean Joll 
Town Attorney: Dave Baxter 

Members of the Public Present: 9 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kirkland called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 8, 2022 at the 
River Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA 
The Mayor stated he would like to add an update from The Coastal Environmental Partnership to 
the agenda and the Manager stated that closed session is not needed so that update can be 
added to item 11. Councilman Fogle also suggested rotating items 5 and 6 to keep the topics 
together. 

VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilman Van Slyke motioned to accept the agenda as presented with amendments. The 
motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion – Webpage Policy 
The Manager stated that the Council had directed him to develop a webpage policy that defines 
what the Town will and will not post on its webpage. He stated that the Town is constantly asked 
to advertise private entities activities and announcements and as a whole, he does not allow it. 
He stated this policy would codify what he has been enforcing. Councilman Fogle asked the 
meaning of “sanctioned”, and the attorney stated that sanctioned meant events approved by or 
sponsored by the Town. He cited that the Shred Event as an example.  

VOTE – Webpage Policy  
Councilman Fogle motioned to approve the Webpage Policy as presented. The motion carried 
unanimously. (see attached) 

Discussion – CAC Appointment 
Councilwoman Maurer stated that there has been a recent resignation from the Community 
Appearance Commission and there is an application on file for Maggie Bramwell. She stated that 
the vacancy has been advertised for 2 weeks and Ms. Bramwell has attended CAC meetings to 
meet the requirements.  
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VOTE – CAC Appointment 

Councilwoman Maurer motioned to appoint Maggie Bramwell to the Community 
Appearance Commission for a term beginning December 8, 2022 and expiring June 30, 
2023. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion – Future Use of the Current Public Works Building 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the Public Works is in the construction process of having a new 
administration building built. He stated that he would like the Red Caboose Library to occupy the 
current Public Works Building after construction is complete on the new Public Works Building. 
Councilman Fogle stated that the current Public Works building is located within the 100-year 
flood plan and the Town has applied for a grant that would pay the Town $380,000 for demolition 
of the building. Councilman Van Slyke asked the Manager if the grant is approved, could the funds 
be applied to the construction of the new building. The Manager said yes and that the Council has 
discussed that in the past but there was no action on that discussion. Councilman Fogle stated 
that if the grant were approved, he would like the funds to be applied to the construction of the 
new Public Works Building but if the grant is denied he would like for the Red Caboose Library to 
have use of the building. Councilman Sheffield stated that he agrees to postpone any decisions 
until the decision of the grant is received. Councilwoman Maurer stated that if the building were 
demolished she would like for the library to be able to use the Town’s land to put a permanent 
building on. 

Discussion – Library Services 
Councilman Van Slyke stated that the Red Caboose Library has been in Town a long time and 
the library used to be housed in the actual caboose that is now displayed behind the Municipal 
Building. He stated that he recommends that the Red Caboose facilities and services be included 
in the 2023-2024 budget discussion.  

VOTE – Library Services 
Councilman Van Slyke motioned that the Red Caboose Library become a project of consideration 
in the budget plan for the upcoming fiscal year.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Discussion – Lighting for Walking Trail 
Councilman Fogle stated that there is a proposal in the agenda package to add area lightening 
around the walking trail near Town Hall. He stated that the proposal includes that lighting that 
directs the lighting upwards. He suggested that the Manager get a revised proposal with lighting 
that faces downward, similar to the lighting at the Municipal Building.  

Discussion – Council Code of Ethics  
The Manager stated that the Code of Ethics was included in the agenda package with a minor 
change that the Code of Ethics be adopted with every new Council.  

Discussion – Mayor and Town Council Responsibility Chart 
The Manager reviewed the Mayor and Town Council Responsibility Chart.  The councilmembers 
and the Mayor agreed to appointments as liaisons to the Advisory Boards and other assignments. 

Discussion – 2023 Meeting / Holiday Schedule 
The Manager stated that the 2023 Council Meeting Schedule and the 2023 Town Holiday 
Schedule was included in the agenda, and the Council would adopt it at the next meeting.  

REVIEW – Agenda for the December 8, 2022 Council Meeting 
The Council reviewed the agenda for the December 8, 2022 Council Meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The motion carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:04 p.m. 
 
 
        
       Kristie J. Nobles 

Town Clerk 
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Webpage policy 

The Town of River Bend operates a webpage. The main goal of the webpage is to make information 
about the Town of River Bend easily available to the public. Additionally, only information about groups, 
organizations, events or activities that are officially affiliated with or sponsored/sanctioned by the Town 
of River Bend may be placed on the Town’s webpage. The webpage is also used to share time sensitive 
Town alerts, such as notice of meetings, weather advisories or other emergency/special notices. The 
Town’s webpage can also be used to share information from or about other government units or 
agencies thereof that may be useful to River Bend residents. For example, information from Craven 
County, The State of North Carolina or its agencies, such as NCDOT, any U.S. Federal agency such as 
FEMA, CDC, HUD, The National Weather Service, etc. or any such similar government unit and/or 
agency. Use of the Town’s website for a purpose other than what is stated in this policy is strictly 
prohibited.       
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Town of River Bend  

Public Comment Policy 

Overview- In 2005, the North Carolina General Assembly, through the passage of NCGS 160A-81.1, 

required that each municipality in North Carolina provide a period for public comment at least once per 

month at a regular meeting of the council. The General Assembly gave councils the authority to adopt 

rules governing the conduct of the public comment period.   The Town of River Bend recognizes the 

importance of receiving comments from the public. The purpose of the public comment period is to give 

the public an opportunity to express their views, comments or opinions to the council. It is a time for the 

council to listen to the public. The following rules have been established to maintain order and decorum 

during the public comment period. Furthermore, these rules are designed to ensure fairness to each 

speaker by establishing rules in advance that will be applied equally to each speaker.    

I. Public Comment Period

The public comment period shall be reserved as an item of business on the agenda for the council’s 

regular session, which is currently held on the 3
rd

 Thursday of each month.  All comments to the council 

during the public comment period shall be subject to the following guidelines: 

1. Prior to the start of the public comment period, persons wishing to address the council will register on

a sign-up sheet stationed by the meeting room door. Prior to beginning the public comment period, the 

Mayor will collect the sign-up sheet and recognize speakers in the order that they registered. Speakers 

will address the council from the lectern and will be asked to provide their name and address for the 

record.    

2. Each speaker shall be limited to a maximum time of three (3) minutes. Each speaker will only be

allowed to speak once during the public comment period.  A staff member shall serve as time keeper 

and will promptly announce when the speakers time has expired.   

3. No time may be yielded or transferred from one speaker to another. In order to avoid repetition and

delay, groups of people supporting the same position are encouraged to designate a spokesperson for 

the group.   

4. The public comment period is not intended to require the council and/or any staff to answer any

impromptu questions. The council will not take action on an item presented during the public comment 

session. Upon completion of the public comment session and when appropriate, the council may refer 

inquires made during the public comment session to the Town Manager or an appropriate staff 

member. If necessary, the item may be added to the agenda of a future meeting, thereby providing the 

staff an opportunity to research the item and provide data to the council for consideration and review.   

5. Speakers will address comments to the entire council as a whole and not one individual member.

Discussions between speakers and members of the audience will not be permitted during the public 

comment period.   
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6. Speakers who have prepared written remarks are encouraged to leave a copy of such remarks with

the Town Clerk.  Speakers who have materials that they want distributed to the council related to the 

item they plan to discuss during the public comment period, shall provide eight (8) copies of those 

documents to the Town Clerk prior to the start of the meeting. The Clerk shall distribute the copies to 

the Council, Attorney, and Town Manager and retain one copy for the record.  

7. Speakers shall be courteous in their language and presentation. Profanity or other inappropriate

language or gestures will not be tolerated. 

8. In order to provide for the maintenance of order and decorum in the conduct of the meeting, the

Mayor may declare “out-of-order” any person who fails to comply with this policy. The Mayor shall 

caution any such person to abide by the provisions of this policy. Refusal to do so shall be grounds for 

removal of the speaker from the meeting.  

• Adopted June 18, 2015
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