
RIVER BEND TOWN COUNCIL  
AGENDA  

    Regular Meeting 
September 21, 2023 

River Bend Town Hall – 45 Shoreline Drive 
7:00 p.m. 

Pledge:  Maurer 

1. Call to Order (Mayor Kirkland Presiding)

2. Recognition of New Residents

3. Additions/Deletions to Agenda

4. Addresses to the Council

5. Public Hearings

A. Davis / Dow Rezoning – 403 Old Pollocksville Road

6. Consent Agenda

 All items listed under this section are considered routine by the Council and will be enacted by one motion 
in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that 
item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

A. Approve:
Minutes of the August 10, 2023 Work Session Meeting 
Minutes of the August 17, 2023 Regular Council Meeting 

7. Town Manager’s Report – Delane Jackson

Activity Reports 
A. Monthly Police Report by Chief Joll
B. Monthly Water Resources Report by Director of Public Works Mills
C. Monthly Work Order Report by Director of Public Works Mills
D. Monthly Zoning Report by Assistant Zoning Administrator McCollum

Administrative Reports: 

8. Planning Board – Councilman Sheffield
A. VOTE - Davis / Dow Rezoning – 403 Old Pollocksville Road

9. Parks & Recreation – Councilman Weaver
A. Parks and Rec Report
B. Organic Garden Report

10. CAC – Councilwoman Maurer
A. CAC Report
B. VOTE – Median Assessment Project Funding
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11. Finance – Councilman Leonard 
A. Financial Report - Finance Director 
B. VOTE – NCLM Grants Memorandum of Agreement Resolution 

 
12. Public Safety – Councilman Weaver 

A. Community Watch 
 

13. Mayor’s Report – Mayor Kirkland 
A. Constitution Week Proclamation 
B. Fire Prevention Week Proclamation 
C. Memorial Garden 20th Anniversary Recognition 
 

14. Public Comment 
 

   The public comment period is set aside for members of the public to offer comments to the Council. It is the 
time for the Council to listen to the public. It is not a Question & Answer session between the public and the 
Council or Staff. All comments will be directed to the Council. Each speaker may speak for up to 3 minutes. A 
member of staff will serve as timekeeper. A sign-up sheet is posted by the meeting room door and will be 
collected prior to the start of the Public Comment Period. Speakers will be called on by the Mayor in the order 
that they signed up. In order to provide for the maintenance of order and decorum, the Council has adopted a 
policy for this section of the meeting. A copy of the policy is posted by the door for your review. Please follow 
the policy. If you have a specific question for staff, you are encouraged to contact the Town Manager or                             
the appropriate Department Head at another time.   

 

15. Adjournment  
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River Bend Town Council 
Work Session Minutes 

August 10, 2023 
Town Hall 
7:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor John Kirkland 
Brian Leonard  
Barbara Maurer 
Buddy Sheffield 
Jeff Weaver 

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  
Town Attorney: Ross Hardeman 

Members of the Public Present: 32 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kirkland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 10, 2023, at the 
River Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

VOTE – Approval of Agenda 
Councilman Weaver motioned to accept the agenda as presented. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

Message from David Bone, Executive Director – Eastern Carolina Council of Government  
The Manager introduced David Bone from the Eastern Carolina Council of Government 
(ECCOG). Mr. Bone gave a presentation of the available resources that the ECCOG offers and 
upcoming events. He also expressed gratitude to Patty Leonard who is the Town’s appointed 
representative to the ECCOG.  

Discussion – CAC’s Plantation Median Recommendations 
Councilwoman Maurer stated that the CAC has been working on the median project for over a 
year. She stated that there are some landscaping issues including dangerous, sick trees and 
shrubbery that need to be reviewed. She stated that Tom Glasglow has submitted his 
recommendation. At this time, Councilman Weaver stated that he did not want to remove the 
medians, but to correct the problem trees and shrubbery. Councilman Leonard agreed and stated 
that there is no money in the current years budget for this project. 

VOTE – CAC’s Median Recommendation 
Councilman Sheffield motioned to instruct the Town Manager to investigate the cost of having an 
arborist exam trees on Plantation Drive and Anchor Way. The motion carried unanimously. 

At this time the Mayor called for a 2 minute recess. 

Discussion – Renew Water Shortage Response Plan 
The Manager stated that the Town is required to have a Water Shortage Response Plan, which 
outlines what is done during a drought or any other condition that limits the Town’s water 
availability. He stated that this plan has to be renewed every 5 years as required by NCDEQ. 

VOTE – Renew Water Shortage Response Plan Resolution 
Councilman Sheffield motioned to approve the Water Shortage Response Plan Resolution as 
presented. The motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 
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VOTE – 2022 Craven County Tax Settlement 
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve the 2022 tax settlement from Craven County as 
presented. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion – Draft Advisory Board Ordinance Amendment 
Councilman Leonard stated that when the Council revised the Advisory Board Ordinance, they 
did not address the role of the Council Liaison. He stated that most Council members start as 
Advisory Board members. He stated that there is not anything in the ordinance to prevent Council 
members from serving on the Advisory Boards. He stated he felt it was a conflict of interest with 
the Council appointing Advisory Board members and also serving on Advisory Boards.  

VOTE – Draft Advisory Board Ordinance Appointments  
Councilman Leonard motioned to approve the proposed language in the Advisory 
Board Ordinance as presented. The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion – Advisory Board Appointments 
The Manager stated that there are vacancies on the Advisory Boards and there are three 
applications in the agenda package that Advisory Boards have recommended. Councilwoman 
Maurer stated that there are several applicants that have also applied for the Council vacancy. 
She stated she recommends postponing the Advisory Board appointments until the Council 
vacancy has been filled. The Council agreed to postpone any Advisory Board appointments until 
the Council vacancy has been filled.  

Discussion – Red Caboose Library Contract 
The Mayor introduced Ross Hardeman who is representing the Town Attorney during his 
absence. Mr. Hardeman stated that he and David Baxter have reviewed and approved the 
language in the contract for the Red Caboose Community Library and the Town of River Bend. 
Councilman Leonard asked if the Red Caboose Library was ready to execute the contract and 
Mrs. Gloria Kelly (vice chair for Red Caboose Library) stated there was one question. She inquired 
about the payment (item 2.2 of the contract) in the amount of $5,000 over a 12-month period, with 
the fiscal year already two months in. The Attorney stated that the contract could be reworded to 
allow payments over 10 months’ time and starting the following year, it would be a 12-month 
period. The Council agreed. 

Discussion – Planning Board’s Rezoning Recommendation for 403 Old Pollocksville Road 
Councilman Sheffield stated that the Planning Board has received a rezoning request from Robert 
Davis, the property owner, to rezone a portion of the property from R-20A to R-15. He stated that 
the Planning Board recommends this request and has sent it to the Council. The Manager stated 
that a Public Hearing is needed and requires advertising.  

VOTE – Public Hearing for 403 Old Pollocksville Road 
Councilman Sheffield motioned to schedule a Public Hearing for rezoning of 403 Old Pollocksville 
Road  at the regular Council meeting in September after the new council person has been seated. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

Discussion – Conditional Zoning Ordinance 
Councilman Weaver stated that Conditional Zoning was tabled at a previous meeting, but he 
thinks it needs to be readdressed. He stated that he felt this would be a good tool for the Town to 
have. The Manager stated that the latest drafted ordinance is included in the agenda package. 
After a discussion the Council agreed to vote on the language within the ordinance at the August 
17, 2023, meeting.  

REVIEW – Agenda for the August 17, 2023 Council Meeting 
The Council reviewed the agenda for the August 17, 2023, Council Meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The motion carried 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m. 

Kristie J. Nobles, CMC, NCCMC 
Town Clerk 
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River Bend Town Council 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

August 17, 2023 
Town Hall 
7:00 p.m. 

Present Council Members: Mayor John Kirkland 
Brian Leonard  
Barbara Maurer 
Buddy Sheffield 
Jeff Weaver 

Town Manager: Delane Jackson 
Police Chief:  Sean Joll 
Finance Director: Mandy Gilbert  
Town Clerk: Kristie Nobles  
Town Attorney: David Baxter 

Members of the Public Present: 44 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Kirkland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 17, 2023, at the 
River Bend Town Hall with a quorum present.  

VOTE – APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Councilwoman Maurer motioned to adopt the agenda as presented. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

ADDRESSES TO COUNCIL 
Helmut Weiser – 115 Anchor Way- Spoke about to the CAC Median Project. He stated that he 
felt that a certified arborist would need to determine which trees need maintenance and which 
ones need to be removed.  

INTERVIEW OF APPLICANTS FOR COUNCIL VACANCY 
The Mayor thanked those who applied for this vacancy and for their willingness to serve.  He said 
the applicants had drawn numbers prior to the meeting to determine the order in which they would 
address the Council. Each applicant would be given two minutes to address the Council, after 
which each Council member would be permitted two questions to the applicant. The applicants 
are Lisa Benton, Steve Bokor, Jon Hall, and Micheal Repenning.  

The process then began with each candidate, in turn, addressing the Council about their 
experience and skills, followed by questions from the Council members.  After all applicants had 
spoken, the Mayor again thanked them and reminded the Council that they will make their final 
decision at the work session meeting on September 14, 2023. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
The Mayor presented the Council with the Consent Agenda. Councilman Sheffield moved to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  Within this 
motion, the following items were approved: 

A. Approve:
Minutes of the July 20, 2023 Regular Council Meeting
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

PARKS & RECREATION – COUNCILMAN WEAVER 
Red Caboose Library (RCL) 
Councilman Weaver stated that the Council has been reviewing the proposed contract with the 
Red Caboose Community Library for a few months now.  

VOTE– Red Caboose Community Library Contract  
Councilman Weaver motioned to approve the contract with the Red Caboose Community Library 
as presented. The motion carried unanimously. (see attached) 

CAC – COUNCILWOMAN MAURER 
Councilwoman Maurer presented the following report. 
The CAC did not meet in July. The major news is the Council discussion of the Plantation median 
report and recommendations for the next step. This is not news to the Council members but is 
written for River Bend residents. After more than a year of research and planning and two 
presentations to the Council, it was tie for the Council to decide what to do. The members of 
Council voted “we instruct the manager to investigate the cost of having an arborist examine trees 
on Plantation median and make recommendations and Anchor Way.“ One applicant has been 
recommended for appointment to the board.  The Council will vote on the application in 
September.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 20, 2023 at 4 pm in the Municipal 
Building. 

FINANCE – COUNCILMAN LEONARD 
Financial Report – Finance Director, Mandy Gilbert, presented to the Council the financial 
statement for the month of July. She stated the total of the Town’s Cash and Investments as of 
July 31, 2023, were $3,247,538 and Ad valorem tax collections for FY23-24 were $0 and Vehicle 
Ad valorem tax collections were $0.  

ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATERWAYS – COUNCILMAN LEONARD 
Councilman Leonard presented the following report. 
Chaiman Ackiss opened the meeting at 7 PM, all members were present. The minutes of the 
meeting June 5th 2023 meeting were approved. Councilman Leonard gave a council update. Old 
business:  Alligators; Ray Jakilsch gave a report stating alligators are protected and are not to be 
disturbed. If there is a problem with one, call NCDNR. Bulkheads: Need to follow up with manager 
and complete the survey. New business: Election of officers: Chair Paige Ackiss, Vice chain Jon 
Hall, Secretary Patty Leonard. Discussion on drainage areas in town, most were already 
addressed by meeting time. National Night Out: EWAB will have a table and information available. 
NNO is October 5th 2023.Volunteer Hours: 18 Next meeting:  October 2nd, 2023 at 7 PM in the 
small conference room in the municipal building. 

Discussion – Advisory Board Ordinance Amendment 
The Manager stated that the draft ordinance was in the agenda package with a few minor 
changes. Councilman Weaver asked the Town Attorney if the language in 3.05.070 B – “ The 
Town Council may give preference to minority applicants in order to promote diversity when 
selecting the membership of the committee” is required. The Town Attorney stated that it is not 
required to be in the ordinance.  All of the Council agreed to remove that language in its entirety. 

VOTE – Advisory Board Ordinance Amendments 
Councilman Leonard motioned to adopt the changes as presented to the Advisory Board 
Ordinance and remove section (B) in 3.05.070. The motion carried unanimously.  (see attached) 
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PLANNING BOARD – COUNCILMAN SHEFFIELD 
Councilman Sheffield presented the following report. 
The regular meeting of the River Bend Planning Board was held on August 3rd at 6:00pm in the 
Community Building.  A quorum was present as were several interested citizens. Chairman 
Lippert called the meeting to order.  The usual reports were given.  An invitation was made for 
visitors to address the board.  There were some comments. The board then voted to approve a 
Consistency statement related to the previous recommendation in favor of a re-zoning request by 
Jay Ammon for parcel 8-206-083. The next item on the agenda was the election of officers. 
Councilman Sheffield temporarily assumed chairmanship of the board.  Egon Lippert was 
nominated for chairman.  Mr. Lippert made it abundantly clear that he would welcome any other 
nominations. There were none.  Mr. Lippert was re-elected unanimously.  Robert Kohn was 
nominated for vice-chairman and was also unanimously re-elected.  Allison McCollum was re-
elected secretary.  Chairman Lippert re-assumed the duties of chairman. Under new business the 
board took up a re-zoning request for the property known as 403 Old Pollocksville Rd. by Robert 
Davis and Kimberly Dow.  The request was to change approximately 3/5ths of the property from 
zone R20A to R15.  Mr. Davis was present to answer questions.  The town manager gave a very 
detailed PowerPoint presentation.  He pointed out the differences in the two zonings and what 
would be allowed under the proposed re-zoning.  He also made it very clear that a proposed site 
plan by Mr. Davis was entirely preliminary and that nothing would be official until all of the 
provisions of the town’s subdivision ordinances had been met.  The board voted to approve the 
re-zoning request and forward it to the town council for official approval. The next order of 
business was the filling of a vacancy on the Planning Board.  Five citizens had submitted 
applications for the position.  Four of them,  Lisa Benton, Carolyn Gadwell, Jon Hall and Carina 
Wordham were present.  Joey Routh did not attend.  Each of the applicants was given five minutes 
to explain to the board why he or she should be selected.  The board then voted by secret ballot. 
Carolyn Gadwell received the most votes and the board voted to recommend to the Town Council 
that she be selected to fill the vacancy. The meeting was adjourned.  The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for September 7th.  All Interested citizens are welcome to attend. 

VOTE – Conditional Zoning Language 
Councilman Sheffield motioned to approve the language of the draft Conditional Zoning 
Ordinance. The motion carried unanimously. 

VOTE – Conditional Zoning Public Hearing 
Councilman Sheffield motioned to schedule a public Hearing for the Conditional Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment on October 19, 2023 The motion carried unanimously. 

MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Mayor presented the following report. 
Where do we stand on climate change and sea level rise? There is a considerable discussion 
printed each day on this subject. The well-defined answers to what has happened and what will 
happen relative to global climate will not be known until sometime in the future. Living in Eastern 
North Carolina we should all be concerned about the related rise in sea level as well as the other 
aspects of global warming. The sea level rise is supported by recorded measurements that cover 
more than 30 years of recorded observations from positions around the globe (Lee and Wang).  
The article cited here is from a NASA release of March 17, 2023. A copy of that article is linked 
below. It is a fact that sea level is rising based on observations made by NASA. The article also 
links the rise in CO2 to the global warming that contributes to the increase of sea level. This 
information is important to all of us who live in the coastal plain of North Carolina. This material is 
not made available to alarm the reader but as an awareness that we need to follow what NASA 
will continue to research and publish and to monitor what action the State and Federal agencies 
are taking to cope with the change.  
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Lee, Jane, and Andrew Wang. “NASA Uses 30-Year Satellite Record to Track and Project Rising 
Seas.” NASA, 17 Mar. 2023, www.nasa.gov/ feature/jpl/nasa-uses-30-year-satellite-
record-to-track-and-project-rising- seas. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No Public Comments. 

ADJOURNMENT/RECESS 
There being no further business, Councilman Sheffield moved to adjourn. The meeting adjourned 
at 8:36 p.m. 

_______________________________ 
Kristie J. Nobles, CMC, NCCMC 
Town Clerk 
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River Bend Community Organic Garden (RBCOG) 

Monthly Report – September 2023 

Late season vegetables were planted in mid-August and fall vegetables were planted on September 5 
and 6. Total vegetable harvest as of 8/29/23 totaled 1733 pounds. Detailed harvest records are 
maintained for every vegetable and herb.    

The beehives are healthy. 

The butterfly nursery is housing dozens of swallowtail and monarch caterpillars. Over eighty butterflies 
have been released. 

Garden volunteers performed 145 hours of work in August. Volunteers have recorded 1304 hours of 
work in 2023. From its inception on April 22, 2013 to December 31, 2022, volunteers logged 29,261 
volunteer hours. 

A workday is scheduled for Saturday, September 23 starting at 9 am.  

River Bend residents are welcome to visit and tour the garden. It is open early most mornings. 

File in P&R and COG 
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK PROCLAMATION 

Whereas the Town of River Bend is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all 
those living in and visiting River Bend; and 

Whereas fire is a serious public safety concern both locally and nationally, and homes are 
the locations where people are at greatest risk from fire; and 

Whereas residents should identify places in their home where fires can start and eliminate 
those hazards; and 

Whereas residents should install working smoke alarms in every sleeping room, outside 
each separate sleeping area, and on every level of the home; and 

Whereas residents should listen for the sound of the smoke alarm and when it sounds 
respond by going outside immediately to the designated meeting place; and 

Whereas residents who have planned and practiced a home fire escape plan are more 
prepared and will therefore be more likely to survive a fire; and 

Whereas our first responders are dedicated to reducing the occurrence of home fires and 
home fire injuries through prevention and protection education; and 

Whereas the 2023 Fire Prevention Week theme, “Cooking safety starts with YOU. Pay 
attention to fire prevention”, works to educate everyone about simple but important actions 
they can take to keep themselves and those around them safe when cooking; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, John R. Kirkland, Mayor of the Town of River Bend, do hereby 
proclaim October 8 through 14, 2023, as Fire Prevention Week in the Town of River Bend 
and I urge all citizens to plan and practice a home fire escape and to support the many public 
safety activities and efforts of the Town of River Bend and surrounding area fire and 
emergency services. 

PROCLAIMED this 21st  day of September 2023. 

John R. Kirkland, Mayor 

Attest: 

Kristie J. Nobles, Town Clerk 
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Town of River Bend  

Public Comment Policy 

Overview- In 2005, the North Carolina General Assembly, through the passage of NCGS 160A-81.1, 

required that each municipality in North Carolina provide a period for public comment at least once per 

month at a regular meeting of the council. The General Assembly gave councils the authority to adopt 

rules governing the conduct of the public comment period.   The Town of River Bend recognizes the 

importance of receiving comments from the public. The purpose of the public comment period is to give 

the public an opportunity to express their views, comments or opinions to the council. It is a time for the 

council to listen to the public. The following rules have been established to maintain order and decorum 

during the public comment period. Furthermore, these rules are designed to ensure fairness to each 

speaker by establishing rules in advance that will be applied equally to each speaker.    

I. Public Comment Period

The public comment period shall be reserved as an item of business on the agenda for the council’s 

regular session, which is currently held on the 3
rd

 Thursday of each month.  All comments to the council 

during the public comment period shall be subject to the following guidelines: 

1. Prior to the start of the public comment period, persons wishing to address the council will register on

a sign-up sheet stationed by the meeting room door. Prior to beginning the public comment period, the 

Mayor will collect the sign-up sheet and recognize speakers in the order that they registered. Speakers 

will address the council from the lectern and will be asked to provide their name and address for the 

record.    

2. Each speaker shall be limited to a maximum time of three (3) minutes. Each speaker will only be

allowed to speak once during the public comment period.  A staff member shall serve as time keeper 

and will promptly announce when the speakers time has expired.   

3. No time may be yielded or transferred from one speaker to another. In order to avoid repetition and

delay, groups of people supporting the same position are encouraged to designate a spokesperson for 

the group.   

4. The public comment period is not intended to require the council and/or any staff to answer any

impromptu questions. The council will not take action on an item presented during the public comment 

session. Upon completion of the public comment session and when appropriate, the council may refer 

inquires made during the public comment session to the Town Manager or an appropriate staff 

member. If necessary, the item may be added to the agenda of a future meeting, thereby providing the 

staff an opportunity to research the item and provide data to the council for consideration and review.   

5. Speakers will address comments to the entire council as a whole and not one individual member.

Discussions between speakers and members of the audience will not be permitted during the public 

comment period.   
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6. Speakers who have prepared written remarks are encouraged to leave a copy of such remarks with 

the Town Clerk.  Speakers who have materials that they want distributed to the council related to the 

item they plan to discuss during the public comment period, shall provide eight (8) copies of those 

documents to the Town Clerk prior to the start of the meeting. The Clerk shall distribute the copies to 

the Council, Attorney, and Town Manager and retain one copy for the record.  

7. Speakers shall be courteous in their language and presentation. Profanity or other inappropriate 

language or gestures will not be tolerated.   

8. In order to provide for the maintenance of order and decorum in the conduct of the meeting, the 

Mayor may declare “out-of-order” any person who fails to comply with this policy. The Mayor shall 

caution any such person to abide by the provisions of this policy. Refusal to do so shall be grounds for 

removal of the speaker from the meeting.  

 

• Adopted June 18, 2015 
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